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The Academic Standards Committee met on Thursday, February 8, 2018. The meeting included 

two topics: 2018-2019 Calendar and Professional Learning Community update. 

After tabling the vote on the calendar at the January regular Board Meeting, the Board discussed 

and listened to student and community feedback about including an observance of Diwali in the 

district calendar. In 2018, Diwali falls on Wednesday, November 7, and in 2019 and 2020, Diwali 

falls on a weekend. Mr. Barry Desko, Director of K-12 Education, noted that in addition to 

meeting a specific number of student days required by the state, the district must also ensure that 

we meet a required number of hours at each level. Thus, a recommendation to make the 

observance a half-day or early dismissal could make it difficult for the district to meet the 

required number of hours. The Board reached consensus to add an observance of Diwali to the 

district calendar and to make the spring primary election day an additional inclement weather 

make up day in 2018-2019.  

In addition to the discussion about Diwali, some Board members also suggested an examination 

of re-opening school on primary election day as well as approving multiple years of a district 

calendar rather than one year at a time. 

Dr. Susan Elliott and building principals from all three levels presented an update on the district’s 

work to become a Professional Learning Community. In the latest update, the Administration 

shared revisions to the student and teacher schedule to include regular time for teachers to meet in 

collaborative teams. Administrators at each level highlighted the priorities for that level and the 

trade-offs to find time for collaboration. Principals have worked since August 2017 to research 

other districts and to examine research on different aspects of the schedule. The revisions to the 

schedule include weekly collaboration. This slide presentation highlights the changes.  

In addition to the presentation of schedule changes, Dr. Elliott also presented an agreement 

between Solution Tree and Council Rock to provide professional development services in June 

2018 to train staff in the PLC process as the district prepares for full implementation in 2018-

2019. 

YouTube 

 

 

https://www.crsd.org/cms/lib/PA01000188/Centricity/Domain/80/PLC%20Master%20Schedule.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDmj6gLV0XQ

